
To the people of Minamisoma                        No. 45 

A Message from the Mayor Regarding COVID-19 Prevention Measures 

Starting at the beginning of this year, a national spread of COVID-19 has erupted without impediment. 

Here in Fukushima Prefecture as well, there has been a trend of the number of cases rising rapidly in these past few days. 
The first case of the omicron variant in the prefecture was identified in Minamisoma on January 11. In a study performed 
by the prefecture, the omicron variant has already replaced other variants in 80% or more of new positive cases. Looking 
at the numbers in areas where the infection is spreading, it was determined that omicron is extremely infectious 
compared to past variants, but it also has a lower risk of leading to serious illness. 

In Minamisoma, 22 new cases were identified in 9 days, between January 4 and January 12. While it is thought that a 
majority of these cases are people who travelled outside of the prefecture during the winter holidays and the past 3-day 
weekend, we are aware that the 6th wave of COVID-19 has begun in Minamisoma. We fear that there will be even more 
cases going forward. 

Taking this situation into account, we will firstly be cancelling or postponing all city-run events from January 14 to 
January 20. We also ask private groups to reconsider the propriety of holding events or gatherings. 

In addition, we again ask all the residents and businesses of Minamisoma to cooperate with the points listed below. 

Furthermore, as we continue to watch the situation unfold in Minamisoma, if a large number of cases continue to be 
confirmed, or if cases are confirmed to have spread within the city as in a cluster, or if the burden on the medical 
institution increases, some other similar development occurs, we will swiftly implement measures such as restricting use 
of public facilities (including temporary closure), requesting that everyone refrain from outings, requesting that 
businesses such as restaurants shorten their hours of operation, and other such steps. We ask for your understanding in 
these cases. 

 <Request to the people of Minamisoma> 

〇If you show symptoms, please refrain from going to school or work, and call your regular physician, the Triage 

Outpatient Office, or the Examination and Consultation Center. 

〇For those feeling nervous even if they do not have symptoms, or those who travelled to an area where the infection 

is rapidly spreading, please proactively make use of the PCR Testing Center. 

〇Please refrain from unnecessary or nonessential travel to areas with rapid infection spread or areas implementing 
strict measures such as semi-state of emergency COVID-19 measures. 

〇The risk of infection increases at times of eating and drinking. If you eat at a restaurant or store, please go a 
“Fukushima Infection Control Certified Store,” and strictly follow infection prevention measures. 

 <Request to the businesses of Minamisoma> 

〇Double-check your workplace’s infection prevention measures such as the thorough hand disinfection and wearing 

masks of all workers, and the disinfection and ventilation of the workplace. 

〇Perform a health check consistently when leaving for work, and if you display any symptoms such as a fever, refrain 
from going. 

〇We ask for your cooperation in reducing the chances of person-to-person contact by holding meetings online and 

other measure to reduce workers’ travel, e.g. for business trips. Please adhere to your industry’s guidelines. 

 

January 13, 2022   7pm 

From the Mayor of Minamisoma 



Minamisoma COVID-19 PCR Testing Center 

Special Open Day, Expansion of Free Testing 
The Minamisoma COVID-19 PCR Testing Center (located in the parking lot of the Haramachi 
Health Center, open Mondays to Fridays excluding holidays) will be specially opened on 
Saturday, January 15. Please feel free to come get tested. 

[Who can get tested] Those who do not symptoms but still feel anxious 
※Please note that those with symptoms such as a fever or those who 

have been in close contact with cases cannot be tested here. Please 
contact a medical facility to get examined. 

[Make a reservation] 

   ・Make a reservation online: https://covid-kensa.com/minamisoma.html 

   ・Reservation support for those without internet access 

Jan 14 (Fri) - Jan 15 (Sat), 9am-12pm, 1pm-3pm 
Phone number: 080-4514-3237 (also accepting inquiries) 

[Testing hours] 9am-12pm, 1pm-3:30pm 

[Testing results] After receiving an email saying your results are available, please 
check the site used to make your reservation and sign in on My Page 

(マイページ) to view your results. (陰性(insei): negative,陽性 

(yousei): positive) 

[Testing fees] 

   1. Those whose residence is registered in Minamisoma or the wider So-So Region: 
free 

   2. Fukushima Prefecture residents: free (until Monday, January 31) 

   3. Other: 1900 yen (tax included) 

〇 Expansion of Free Testing 

1. Those with a certificate of residence in the So-So Region 

As a result of coordination with each municipality within the So-So Region, those 
whose residence is registered within the So-So Region are eligible to get tested for free 
starting Sunday, January 9. 

2. Residents of Fukushima Prefecture 

Residents of Fukushima Prefecture are eligible to get tested for free from Friday, 
January 14, to Monday, January 31. 

〇 Special Open Day on Saturday, January 15 

Reservation site 


