
To the people of Minamisoma                                                                            No. 54 

A Message from the Mayor Regarding COVID-19 Prevention Measures 

   I would like to offer my deepest gratitude to the people and companies of Minamisoma for your corporation in the ongoing measures to prevent the 
spread of COVID-19. 

  The Current Status and Future Outlook on the COVID-19 Situation in Minamisoma 

〇 The number of new positive cases remained at a low level until around mid-May in Minamisoma, but after mid-May, the infection spread mainly 

among teens. The number of new positive cases has remained high since May 18th, when 26 cases were confirmed within the city, the largest number 
of cases confirmed in one day. 

〇 This is due to the fact that a number of new positive cases have continued to be confirmed daily. In addition, a big factor to the high number of 

cases were linked to practice games held during club activities in junior high schools in the city in mid-May.  

〇 The prefecture saw the cases emerging from these practice games held during club activities in junior high schools held in the city as a group of 

cases, and announced it as a cluster on May 24th.  

〇 The City Board of Education has closed classes, grades, and entire junior high schools where infection has spread, as well as suspended club 

activities at all junior high schools. In addition, we are taking steps to reinforce infection control measures such as reviewing the preventive measures 
within all schools and requesting the city's elementary schools and sport youth groups to redouble their efforts to prevent infection. 

〇 Regarding infections that are suspected to be related to the practice games held for junior high school club activities, the infection has largely 

remained within an understood range such as contacts and close contacts, but in the future, it is thought that infection will continue to spread from 
students to household members for a period of time, so new cases are expected to continue to emerge and remain at high daily levels.  

〇 Of the approximately 70 students who participated in the practice game, 23 were confirmed to have been infected, including 4 from outside the city 

(no new cases were confirmed after 22nd), and Omicron (BA.2 strain) is the main strain. It has just reaffirmed the strength of the infectivity of the 
variant. 

〇 It is necessary to pay sufficient attention to the risk present in situations where masks are removed and where people speak close together. 

〇 In order to promote safety together with social activity, we believe that it is necessary to pay close attention and take measures according to the 

situation as it develops. 

Relationship Between Vaccinations and Infections in the City (May 1st to May 25th) 

〇The relationship between vaccinations and infections in the city has been converted into data. 

〇 Although it does not explain the causal relationship, the graph to the right and the following data are the 

results of this month's situation. 

〇This is a summary of the situation of people aged 12 and over who had the opportunity to receive the third 

vaccine. The 13 people whose inoculation status could not be confirmed are excluded from the total. 

〇 Of the 54,000 people aged 12 and over in the city, approximately 47,000 have been vaccinated for the third 

time and approximately 7,000 have not received the third inoculation. 

Cases among the population who have received their third inoculation: 0.09% (42 / 47,000) 

Cases among the population who have not received their third inoculation: 1.4% (96/7,000) 

〇 The infection rate in those that have not received the third vaccination were 16 times that than those who received it. 

The City’s Response and Request for the Citizens 

〇 Minamisoma is implementing measures to prevent the spread of infection in cooperation with the So-So Health Center. 

・ Suspension of club activities at junior high schools in the city (until May 29. Extended depending on the situation) <repost> 

・ Closed junior high schools in the city where infection spread, closed classes and grades <repost> 

・ Requesting thorough infection control measures from the sport youth groups in the city <repost> 

・ Calling for caution at kindergartens, nursery centers, and certified children's institutes 

〇We again request for citizens to cooperate on the following points based on the situation in the city and the fact that the prefecture has extended 

the implementation period of “priority measures to prevent the spread of infection in children” to June 12th.  

・ Thorough implementation of basic infection control measures such as wearing correct masks, ventilation, hand washing, and hand disinfection 

・ If you feel any change in your physical condition, refrain from going to school or going to work, and consult with medical institution as soon as 

possible. 

・ Reconfirmation of infection risk and countermeasures, especially when removing masks 

・Active consideration of getting vaccinated (especially those who have not completed their 3 doses) 

・ Utilization of PCR Testing Center 
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Mayor of Minamisoma  Monma Kazuo 
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About the Minamisoma COVID-19 PCR Testing Center Special Open Days 

   The Minamisoma COVID-19 PCR Testing Center will be open on May 28th (Saturday).  

※Regular open hours are Monday to Friday. 

Target People: Those who have no symptoms or are worried they may be infected.  ※If you have close 

contacts or symptoms, you cannot take the test.  

How to Apply: Main Portal Website (QR Code) 

 

 

Testing Hours: 9am to 4pm (come 10 minutes before your scheduled test) 

Testing Fees: 1. Fukushima Residents: Free   2. Those from Outside Fukushima: 1,900 yen (tax included).  

※Fukushima Prefecture will carry out PCR tests, etc, free of charge at pharmacies, etc., for asymptomatic 

residents who are worried about infection until  Thursday, June 30th.  

Please check the prefecture's homepage for details. 

https://www.pref.fukushima.lg.jp/sec.01010a/v-kpackage3.html 
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※Besides Minamisoma, the date of the most populous cities in each region of Fukushima Prefecture (northern, central, 

southern, Aizu, Iwaki, So-So) is posted for comparison 

※Calculated based on the number of positive cases posted for each municipality by Fukushima Prefecture 

(tallied through May 24, 2022) 

Prefecture 
Website 

※For those who cannot access the web easily and want to make a reservation 

please call: 080-4514-3237 (Hours: 9am to 12pm, 1pm to 3pm) 


