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To the people of Minamisoma 

A Message from the Mayor Concerning COVID-19 Countermeasures 

Happy New Year. 

Thanks to everyone’s cooperation and efforts, we have been able to avoid widespread infection within the city for 

the moment. For that, I offer my thanks. 

However, as stated in the news and general media coverage, COVID-19 has continued to spread without any 

signs of curtailment in the area centered around Tokyo. Therefore, the decision to declare a State of Emergency* 

is being considered for the prefectures of Tokyo, Saitama, Chiba, and Kanagawa, based on Article 32 of the 

“Special Measures Action Plan for Pandemic Influenza and New Infectious Diseases.” 

*Declaration of a State of Emergency: Even if only part of the land is affected, a State of Emergency is declared as stipulated by the 

law in “situations in which an effect will spread to the entire country and have a serious impact on the national livelihood and 

economy, or in which fear of such occurrences are present.”  

Furthermore, looking at the COVID cases within Minamisoma, it is supposed that a large number of them stem 

from a trip to an area in which the infection is currently spreading. The coming season will be one of dire 

importance, particularly for students preparing for entrance exams, as well as their parents and guardians. 

In order to prevent the infection from spreading in the coming season, I ask that you pay attention to the 

following points. 

1. Considering the increased risk of infection in the four prefectures stated above, if you plan a trip to those 

prefectures, please be cautious in your actions, including evaluating the importance of your trip. Please 

evaluate the viability of an online meeting, or the changing of the date. 

2. Those who made a trip to the above-stated prefectures during the New Year holidays, please make 

arrangements such as teleworking and refraining from participation in social gatherings as much as possible. 

3. As always, with regards to dining, please do so for short periods of time with small groups of people whom 

you are regularly around. 

Along with your support, we will continue to strive in our efforts to prevent the spread of COVID-19. We ask for 

your continued understanding and cooperation in these efforts. 

If a second State of Emergency is declared, we will be faced with a new situation. Please keep an eye on any 

information from the city, the prefecture, and the nation. 

January 5, 2021    10:00am 

Minamisoma Mayor Monma Kazuo 


