Paying Utilities in Japan

Chances are you've received important-looking mail listing
an amount of money and a due date, possibly with a
barcode inside. This is most likely a utility bill for your water,
electricity, gas, or internet, known as a #if}# (noufusho).
But how do you pay it2 And how do you identify all the dif-
ferent types of utility bills2 Let’s find out!

Which bill is it?

Here's a list of vocabulary to help you identify exactly what
you're paying for.
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*Some bills or taxes will be sent once a year in a packet, with
due dates for each slip staggered through the year.

How do | pay?

Easy! Take it to a convenience store. You can pay at the
cash register, where they scan the barcode. Be sure to press
the OK button on the screen to confirm the amount.

Is this a bill?

Utility bills come in a couple different forms. Some arrive in
envelopes, while others look like postcards that have to be
peeled open. Check for one of the utilities keywords and a
barcode. See the following pages for examples.

Note: In some areas, the water bill is paid every two months.
A receipt-like paper is delivered in the month in-between to
report your water usage.

There's no barcode!

No worries! There's a good chance that your bill is being
automatically deducted from your bank account. The mail
you received is simply alerting you to how much will be
deducted. Check with your bank for details.

| missed the due datel

Please pay the bill as soon as possible regardless.
A late fee bill may be sent to you.

NOTE: In many cases, you can get your bills automatically deducted from your bank account. Take the bills to your bank or contact

your provider for details.



Bills in Envelopes
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i FH4E A : This is the period of use that is

D After paying, you will be given this section back as a receipt.

Note: Bills vary by company.



Cover

P
IR = S -
N N x ==
i WO R wom & 2 EF: EREE
2 ==l
% IS S AEEESEF WHSEE JuEEgedl wiAFE EENE S
@’\D@ 12345-6-7891011 ] l FEORE  12345-6-785\011 ]
[ WA O 12345-6-7891011 fIAF OO&%] MmrE % A EE
BREMEET - - Q000 0000
FHREOOF000-0 (BEv) — oRUESEERICRAATEIToT. BLEY, YT
000 00-00 ESHEVF-EY, HTEFFEIFRLEYLRWT{EE, 100000
5 % B F &
0000 Q000 # [:36@&%% 5 ] A100000 B Ee g 5 4F~5% SHAY
A100000 9876543210000 (LR g
00001223334444 SF AR SAS e 500 5
ETFAdER&oBmoE (HE) FIER
ETF A&EHEE Jkiﬁiil‘f 1800 M {2000 @ O
QOBE OOKEER 2500 H f*li FE=R AR ome
v g o5 480H { so0 @ )
Boeo® _guEk HpRE 2ome
=4 k3 y,
L. HEED CHREESEICIBETI (O 1A
RO 8 IR T L FE pRmEInCL AL
RITEN T BIBAIEEN L T SRFL T A, ‘ ( B \ C = *ﬁ%ﬁﬁjﬂ%ﬁﬁ
s BEIEOOZFOO
Peel gently at L
ey
=05 68 15H
the corner 0000 QOO0
with an arrow
to unfold CORES [ wipR G054 68 15H
’ OOAGEEZEFRR
13579246810-0-134679-0 o) EROSTEMAL T ES,
=f05x 68 1H
L ) | 5555123456
Bill n
S CG. be EEo HEEEMAL o TR LT,
folded in half, OO & s _
or come in the OOAEER B 4 =
; f 3-fold EEE) 5555-12-3456 N A § ;
orm or s-fo [ ©IERET (T 0000000 ]“L‘t’;f;g; - =
cards. mEuEkeE OOV~ .
xAMK DrHEA s A EELY
A &% OR B4 :Thisis the amount you owe. C VIR OR  MHIFR: This is the due date.

& I RATD LEohiid->

Postcard-Sized Bills

D After paying, you will be given this section back as a receipt.

B ii>k4EH  OR M4 A : This is the period of use that is

being charged.

Note: Bills vary by company.



