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To the people of Minamisoma 

A Message from the Mayor Concerning COVID-19 Countermeasures 

On January 7th, the government issued a state of emergency for Tokyo, Saitama, Chiba, and Kanagawa 

prefectures based on the “Special Measures Action Plan for Pandemic Influenza and New Infectious Diseases.” 

A state of emergency is issued when a nationwide and rapid spread of infection has a profound effect on or is 

likely to have a tremendous impact on people's lives and the national economy and so we need to act even more 

carefully than before.  

The spread of infection in metropolitan areas centered in the four prefectures has expanded to the surrounding 

areas, and the infection has spread rapidly in Fukushima prefecture since December of last year. 

Even in the city, there are concerns about the spread of infection, such as the successive confirmations of positive 

cases due to connections with urban areas. 

We would like to thank all the citizens for their cooperation in preventing the spread of infection and for 

achieving good results. I also know that there are voices asking, "How can I do more than I already am?" 

The city is working diligently in collaboration with the national and prefectural governments for vaccinations. 

With the issuance of the state of emergency, we must once again share this sense of danger and respond to 

COVID-19 together in solidarity.   

We would like to ask all the citizens for their understanding and cooperation regarding the following three points. 

1. If you are planning to travel to Tokyo, Saitama, Chiba, or Kanagawa, please be cautious in your actions, 

including evaluating the importance of your trip. Taking into consideration of the fact that the infection is 

spreading nationwide, please refrain from unnecessary and nonurgent travel to other areas as well. 

2. Those who made a trip to the above-stated prefectures during the New Year holidays, please make 

arrangements such as teleworking and refraining from participation in social gatherings as much as possible. 

3. Refrain from dining with those whom you are not regularly around. 

I offer my deepest thanks to the medical workers, especially those in the Soma District Medical Association, for 

maintaining the medical systems necessary for responding to COVID-19 even during the winter holidays.  

I think that all the examinees are very worried about this situation at an important time that affects their lives. I 

would like to control the spread of infection so that you can devote yourselves to studying for entrance exams with 

a little peace of mind. Please do your best for the day of the test. I’m cheering you on. 

January 8, 2021    6:00pm                                  Minamisoma Mayor Monma Kazuo 



 


