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EBy Air

@From Fukushima Alrport
0y car: take Routs 4 north and go east via Nihonmatsu (around 120km, 2ha0m}

@From Sendal Alrport
WPy car Sendal Aot — Sendal-Tobu Roed — Joban Expressway — Minamisoma
Interchange (eround G4km, Thj

By traln: Sendal Airport Station — Natorl Station — Haranomachl Station {around
1h30m)

EBy Traln
@ Tokyo Station—Tohoku Shirkansan Line: Hayabusa (around 1hE0m) ~ Sendai
Shanion
@Sendal Station—Joban Line {arourd 1h20m) — Harenomachl Station

@Shiragawa/Usno Station—=Joban Line: Hitachi Express Train (around 3hatm) —
Haranomachl Statlon

@Fukushima—Haramachl Kawameata Prefecturnl Aoad — Minamisoma Inberchangs
{around 1h30m})

@Nihonmatsu—{lino/Kawsmata} — Minamisoma City (arourd 1h:30m]
@Tokyo—Joban Expressway — Minamisoma Intercharg (around 3h)

@ Sendai—Serda Tobu Foad -+ Joban Expressway — Minamisoma Intarchangs
(arourd 1h15m)

@For Inguiries and Ticket Pricea®
Soma Nomaoi General Incorporated Association

{Soma Nomaoi Execulive Commitbee)
975-8686 Fukushima-ken, Minamisoma-shi, Haramachi-ku, Motomachi 2-27
TEL 0244-22-3064 - FAX 0244-22-3100
http://soma-nomacl.ip/
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Nomaoi Overseas Performances +-OR ICS

2014 Hawaii

2005 Los Angeles

Featured in Historical
Dramas and Films

i
(=]
g Nomaol horsemen have appeared in
N = various TV dramas and feature filma.
T g . . .
|- Z M Works in Which Nomaoi Appears
wy 1. Movle "Furinkazan" (1969, Mifune Production)
S 2. Drama "Ten to Chi to" (1969)
o] 500m 1Km 3. Drama "Kunitorl Monogatari® (1373}
. b 4. Drama "Kaze to Kumo to NIjl to™ (1976)
'Y 5. Movie "Sengcku Jieital® (1979)
* 6. Drama "Wakaki Hl no Hojo Soun” (1980, TV Asahi)
* ) 7. Drama “Sakigahara™ (1981)
Il’. \Iwaki-Ota Station B. Drama "Onna Furinkazan® (1986)
S e T 9, Drama "Dokuganryu Masamune” (1987)
‘:" 10. Movle "Fukuro no Shlro" (1993, Fukuro no Shiro Seisaku linkai)
+ 11. Drama “Kizuna - Hashire Klaekl no Kouma® (2017, NHK}
| E Frese Parking i “To Ilwaki &
; Tokyo

The valiant performance of mounted samurai
warriors electrifies overseas audiences.
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Soma Nomaal has crossed oceans bo be parformed In several counlrles.

first time watch the performances with batsd beaath,

OO

-
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1991 London

1993 Moscow

as been performed in countrias like tha USA, the UK,
Brazil. Nomaoi samurai were warmly welcomed
re, and their perlormances gamered much applause from
Midnces who were fascinated by the strength and splendor of
modem-day samurai warriors.

{London)

On December 18, 1991, Nomaoi samurai participated in the Japan Feslival, an
avent celebrallng the 1001h erniversary of the Japan Soclety of London
[Moscow]

On June 5, 1993, Nomaoi was performed in Hello Russia, an exchange event
held al Red Square in Moscow to promole Iriendship between Japan and
Russia, This event was organized by Kansai Yamamoto, a famous fashion
designer, with the theme "Celebration of Humanily,”

[Hawail]

In 1594, Nomaoi was inviled 1o Matsuri in Hawai (Pan-Paciic Festival), a
culiral exchange event between Japan and Hawaii. It was not jusl an evenl,
but & greal opportunity lor international exchange, showcasing unique feslivals
from diflerenl regions in Japan overseas

[Lon Angsles]

Since 2002, Nomaol samural have been invited to Japan Family Day al the Santa
Anita Race Track in Los Angeles to perform Komaoi as a represenialive exampie of
Japanese equestrian culnre. This event is held to celebrate friendship with Oi Race
Track in Tokyo, and various exchange programs are conducted al both race tracks

Peaple expariencing the exhilarating view of Japanese samural warriors for the
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| Nagareyarma in Chiba Prefecture). He then made his cavalry, gathered from!

eight provinces in Kan-Hasshu (northem part of modern-day Kanio Region),
. pursue and caplure the wild horses. After the exercise, the wild hotsec; were |
" dedicaled as offerings to Myoken (Bodhisattva of the North c-hr). !
" Even aller the Soma Gtan moved lheir main residence: lo Namekata, C,1

- Oshu Prov'mcc {madern-day Sﬂma Counly conldining *Some

- t,mnnupd 1his event unlnlerrupled urml the Meiji Flec;torallon
= This was possible because lhe Soma Clan was one ol the few

_I.i_
" were not ordered to move to another province and ruled their dornafn‘lor e’vﬂ

" exceptionally long time, from the Kamekura Period through the end of the

" Edo Period. The role of the supreme commander in this event is still ©

* performed by a descendent of the Soma Clan

- Soma Nomaoi, a nationally designated important intangible folk cultural

| asset, is one of the major traditional cultural events in Japan with a history
dating back more than 1,000 vears to the Warring States Period. The
festwal is Celebrated across all the former Soma Domain territories (2 cities,
lage in Soma and Fulaba Counties) with Minamisoma
City being 4 i venUe,
",1}- g day festival, held every year at the end of May, is a reanacimenl
# e pomp and splendor of ancient Japan. With around 400 mounted
Samural in tragitional samurai armor participating, Soma Nomeaci is said to
pe one of the greatest equestrian festivals in the world.

. .. Wild Horée Cap_tun_a_:'

Day 3 Mundy :

@Nomskake--
Minamlgoma City
(Odaka Ward)
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The sound of a conch shell horn and a wave of the
commander's flag signal it is time to depart for the fro

.DkuridaShi {(Deparlure: Cereimony)  (Day 1/Saturday)

The departure ceremony is held al Soma Nakamura Shrine, Soma Ota Shrire,
and Soma Odaka Shrine, all of which enshrine Myoken Bosalsu, the guardian
bodhisattva of the Soma Clan. A prayer and a toast are oflered at each of the
three shrines, and when all the preparalion for the depariure is finished, the
commander issues the departure order, When the Hagman waves the
commander's fiag, a conch shell horn is blown to signal the warriors' departure

[Ssonnz Mol e

(Day 1/Saturday)

THTEwIar

nimiemickar
performed in
ng orcers Irom 1
» b Hibarigahara Field

BYoinori Keiba e
At 2pm, the pre-event horse
race is held at Hibarigahara
Field. After a ritual to purify the
riding grounds, several races
are conducted, each consisting
of samurai dressed in field attire
{nobakama), labards (jinbacri),
and white headbands (hachimaki)
racing against each other while
controlling their horses with
traditional harnesses.

SEITILEAL Wi

cor (Day 1/Saturday)

r

A large cavalry of around 400 riders march majestically
towards the military headquarters.

.Dgyouretsu {Armored Samurar Far {(Day 2/ Sunday)

Al 9:30am, when the conch shell hom is blown and lhe battle drums are
sounded, the samurai who have gathered from different regions sel out for
Hibarigahara Field three kilometers away. This procession is called Ogyouretsu,
The firsl group in the parade is made up of samurai from the Nakano-go Region
{modern-day Haramachi Ward, Minamisoma City), led by a portable shrine from
Soma Ola Shrine. They are followed by a group of samurai from the Odaka-go
Region {modernday Odaka Ward, Minamisoma City) and from ihe Shineha-go
Hegion [medem-day Namie Town, Futaba Town, and Okuma Town) led by a
portable shrine from the Soma Odaka Shrine. The last group is from the Kita-go
Region [modem-day Kashima Ward, Minamisoma City} and the Uda-go Region
{modern-day Soma City), led by a porlable shrine from the Soma Nakamura
Shine.

The parade recreales the valiant and majestic atmosphere of ancient times with
around 400 riders dressed in tradilional armor inherited from their ancestors. This
breathtakingly magnificent procession is also a “moving exhibition” of vatuable
cultural assets, which draws admirers back to watch Nomaoi again and again
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Reenactments of the Fortitude and Bravery of

Samurai From Ancient Times

BKacchu-Keiba iamored Hors

At noon, the sound of conch shell horns
and battle drums signals the start of this
valiant horse race. Young samurai
warriors take off their helmels and tighten
their while headbands. using traditional
Otsubo  school riding techniques to
become a single unil with their horses as
they race around the track, their ancestral
banners streaming behind them.

lShmkl Soudatsusen
o {Day 2/ Sunday)

BNomakalke wisy vl (Day 3/Monday)

The wild horse capture is the only event in the modern-day
Soma Nomaoi festival thal remains the same as it was in
ancient forms of the festival.

This event is performed in accordance with the ancient
ritual in which dozens of horseback samurai drive
unsaddled horses into a corral made of bamboo that is set
up within the premises of the Odaka Shrine. Men called
“okobito,” clad in white cutfits and white headhands, then
ry lo capture the wild horse thal suits their god's will with

their bare hands and present it as an offering 10 the god,
Sty ckkor Shemes COEaker Waarch Rnaneoim, i 11y

Hace! (Day 2/ Sunday)



