
To the people of Minamisoma 

 

A Message from the Mayor Regarding COVID-19 Prevention Measures 

 

I would like to express my sincerest gratitude to all citizens for their cooperation in preventing the spread of 

COVID-19.  

As you have been informed, the prefecture has decided to extend intensive measures until September 30th. 

Along with this, measures such as requesting for people to refrain from going on unnecessary and non-urgent 

outings as well as shortening business hours for restaurants that serve alcoholic beverages will be extended until 

September 30 as well (NOTE), so we ask for your continued understanding and cooperation. 

(NOTE) Regarding the prefecture's own centralized measures, if the number of new cases per 100,000 people in 

the prefecture is continues to remain in single digits, there is a possibility that the measures will be canceled 

before the period is up. 

In Minamisoma, 11 people (4 people in their teens and under, 4 people in their 20s to 50s, 3 people in their 60s 

and over) were confirmed to be positive for COVID-19 between September 1st and September 14th. At the So-So 

Health center, we carry out PCR tests not only for close contacts but also for a wider range of people, including 

carrying out more than 150 tests in Minamisoma. The identifications of close contacts have already been 

completed, and if the current situation continues as it is, we believe that the series of infections from the 1st will 

be resolved. We were able to control the spread of infection thanks to the appropriate measures taken by the 

people concerned and with the cooperation of the citizens in taking measures against infection such as refraining 

from going out unnecessarily, wearing masks, and proper hand hygiene. I would like to thank everyone again for 

their cooperation.  

The series of infections in September have been due to spreading within households. Since the appearance of the 

Delta strain, children have also begun to test positive for COVID-19 even though it has been considered difficult 

for them to do so up until this point. Once a positive case has been confirmed, the infection often spreads to the 

family first.  

Above all, it is necessary to take precautions not to bring COVID-19 into the home, and if you have not received 

the COVID-19 vaccination yet, please consider becoming vaccinated. We ask for your understanding and 

cooperation in order to protect infants and children who are not eligible for vaccination.  

Silver Week will be starting from this weekend. I'm sure some people would like to take vacations on public 

holidays and we apologize for the inconvenience, but please take precautions according to the infection 

situation, such as refraining from going out unnecessarily or for non-urgent matters, and canceling or postponing 

trips across prefectures or trips home. 

However, discussions have begun  on the relaxation of activity restrictions as part of a “Vaccine/Test Package.” 

We ask for the continued understanding and cooperation of the citizens regarding measures against COVID-19. 
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